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IC 75-1305
7 January 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: D/DCI/IC

SUBJECT : The Need for a Community Review of its Analysis of the
o Internal South Vietnamese Political Situation

1. Attached is Robert Shaplen's most recent article on South

Vietnam. I think it is particularly interesting where it examines the

current state of the non-communist anti-Thieu forces, the increased -
possibility -that Thieu may step -down this year, and the non- commun1st
a]ternat1ves to Th1eu .

2. The products of the 1nte111gence commun1ty dur1ng the past
six months do not compare favorably with this article. I have atiached
the most recent IM on this subject ("Political Discontent in South
Vietnam," 18 November 1974) for purposes of comparison.

: 3. The conventional wisdom is that there is no "serious

or immediate threat to the authority of President Thieu and there seems
little reason to expect significant erosion of his political position
dur1ng the next three to five months."* Shaplen's article, while not
running the warning flag all the way up, qualifies as a dev11 s advocate
piece. Regardless of whether one agrees or disagrees with the view
Shap]en presents, the community owes it serious attention.

t

v / S/

Cofonel, USMC

Attachments

*Inte11lgence Memorandum, “Palitical Discontent in South Yietnam,"
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. . DecenBER 27
'D()I:I'I'IL‘;\L unrest  in o South
LAy

';L'(!‘I.‘llﬂ I onee more l‘l'HPUH_‘:’

into the streets, as it has so often
before, hut lately there have been some
srns of non-Communist  nationalist
strength that could be a new political
factor--specifically, in helping - pro-
duce 2 more truly representative gov-
ernment, able to buy time in negotia-
tions with the Communists before a
final showdown, This movement faces
a number of familiar handicaps, in-
chnling  the, endless vivalry  among
Soutl: Vicinamese political and religious
Teaders and the usual rigidity of the

“regime of President Nguyen Van

Thivu—now in s cighth year—
toward  non-Communist  opponents.
Bevond that, the Communists yemain
as determined as ever o use their or-
ganized military and political power to
achicve their unaltered aim of conquer-
ing the South one way” ar another.
Nevertheless, “the South . Vietnamese
nationalists, because they are no longer
beset by phobias about a vast American
presence, fee] that they face a new and
challenging opportunity, Tt is soon like-
I 1o be tested—and so i the Thicu
government itself—in a fresh round of
poice tadks in Paris and in Viemam.
Now that Vietnam has ceased to be
the paramaunt and all-consuming s~
sue it onee was in the’ United States

and much of the rest of the world-
though in the almost two vears RIS
the metfective Vicuum censefire was
proclaimed more lives have heen lost
in combat here than amowhere s on
earth-~its fare and fortanes are basieal-
Iy back in the hands of the North il
the South Vietnamese themselves rath-
er than in these of outside forees. Of
course, it would be o mistake o as-
sume that the United States, the Soviet

Union. and China are no longer con-

cerned ahout what happens in Vietnam
or that they are no longer supporting
the opposing sides. The dssue of con-
tinuing American aid is at the moment
regarded as pavticalarly vital in Saigon,
and Hanoi iz similarly dependent upon
and  worricd  about  Moscow™s  and
Peking’s present and future assistance.
The balance of the contending forees,
when factors of morale and organiza-
tion as well as pumbers of men and
amounts of equipment are taken into
comsideration, is roughly even, A Com-
munist member of the moribund In-
ternational Commission of Control and
Supervision commented recenty, “One
side is not strong enough o win, and
the other is not weak ¢nough to Tose”—
references o Hanol and Saigon, respee-
tively—which scemed to me as cogent
a summation as any I have heard.
During the conversations that Pres-
ident Ford and Seercrary of State Hen-

n Kisinger had Lst month with the

ORVSDRSHOO i vostok and that Nis-

singer hond with the Uhinese in Peking,
the Commuenists were again asked to
urge the North Viectimiess to returs
to the peave table to work eut further
steps toward o long-term setthement.
The Americans held considerabh Tew
Teverage this time, though, than when
we were sull fully engaged, "Fhere ave
pow only seventy-four hundred Amer-
icans here, of whom sinteen lundved
are official emplovees—just a hundrad
and forgy-one of them militry —amd
the rest are hired government contrie-
tors and miscellineous  civilims and
their  dependents. Besides, other is-
sues—notably the Middle Est, nuclear
dismrmament,  oil, and  internationpad
trade—are now higher on the agenda
of matters to be discussed  with the
Communist powers, Even so, the com-
puting objectives of the Russians and the
Chipese—and, to a somewhat lessefex-
tent, of the Americans—on the Asinn .
continent are still a most vital matter,
and Victnam s sl - the key to the”
Asian  equation.  Whatever compro-
mises may now have been reached by
the big powers on the Vietnam ques-
tion will go a long way toward deter-
mining what happens when peace tatks
resumie, possitly carly nest year. At
that time, President Thicu has hidted,
he will go further than he bhas ever
vet gone in offering the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of Seuth
Vietmam, Hanot's Southern arm, 2
chance to discuss seriously the political
future of the country. Theough the
P.R.G. declared in a radio broadeast in
October that it will pot wlk with

“T'hieu as long as he remains in power;-
~there is no reason to believe that the, -

Communists mean it any more seri-
ously now than they did before they
negotiated in Paris, when they said the
same thing. If whatever Thicu offers is
good enough, they will certainly dis-
cuss it—even if, as before, they con-
tinue to talk and fight at the same time.
The substance of a Thieu offer would
probably be as follows: The South
Victnamese will agree to the establish-
ment of frm demarcation lines and
what amount to buffer zones hetween
the opposing parties—as has been done
in Laos, where, so far, similar arrange-
ments are working, The Saigon wov-
ernment will also finally agree o the
setting  up of a wripartite Natiennad
Council of National Reconcilintion and
Concord, a3 outlined i the original
Paris necord, giving equal voices to the
Communists, the FPhiva government,
amd a supposedly neutenl cloment,
whase members are to ke approved by
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pro-tem government nféw:u‘t of South

Vietnam in its own/ 1L ved ForcRel
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o

nized eapitad cin Loc Ninh, near thef

Cambodian horder-—concessions that the
Communists dcspcmtcly \\':11);,,»-'nftwl\g
with recognition of the legal status of
their own armed, forces, The concept
of holling general elections involving
buth Communist and-hon-Communist:
factions will be accepted by Saigon for
the first time, looking toward the even-
tual sclection of a new National As-
sembly, and also, perhaps, a Constituent
Assembly, to write a new consttution,
So far, feelers sent out to the Com-
munists suggesting a return to the
peace table have elicited no response,
so they have not yet had a chance to
hear “1hicw’s new proposals, but Com-
munist intraparty communications have
indicated more of a willingness than
previously  to  discuss_ concrete new
peace arrangements. When the Pais

agrecment  was signed, in - January,

1973, it wuas almost immediately ~ap-
parent that neither side was preparid
to talk seriously about a permanent see-
dement.  The fighing in Viernam
scarcely abated as cach side violated the
ceasclire in an attempt to grab as much
contested  territory as possible, and
fighting has continued at 2 varying
pitce ever since, veaching a peak in
August aml Seprember of this yeir.
After shckening somewhat for two
months, it picked up again in the fivst
half of December, pardy owing to the
annual competition for portions of the
new rive harvest, While the Commu-
nists have svized more land, notably in
the southernmost parts of the Mekong
Delta and in the northernider of the
country, they are privatelytadmitting
that at this tme they contrél as litde
as seven per cent of South Vietnam’s
population of almost twenty million. A
few months ago, they were privately
claiming twelve per cent, while public-
ly asserting that they represented a ma-
jority of the people. Their most recent
plans, according to orders given to
their troops, call for a further stepped-
up serics of attacks in the next two
months, and neither Western nor Viet-
numese intelligence sources in Saigon
rule out the possibility of a general of-
fensive, within the next twelve months,
combining the strategy and tactics of
the 1968 Tet offensive and the 1972
Easter ofiensive—the first of which
concentrated on the citics and the sec-
omnd on the countryside. With avound
three hundred thousand soldiers in the
South, about a quarter of them local
Victeong troops and  the rest North
Vietnamese regulars, and with ample
supplivs, iuc]udin}&f tanks and_new anti-
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fully capable of another all=out othen-

siver l:u.\‘:';ng : I\\'lABPrl?l\l/'LeLd [ 191“&:6:‘?'%?,3
aliernativdy, of maingining the pros-

ent pace of fighting for four or five

vears. The level of military activin in

the months ahead thus might well de-

pend on the peace talks, if they start

in varnest. IF:Hanoi, which has pleny

of ceonomic and morale problems of its

own, can buy time by gewing the

P.R.G. Tegalized, and thus preparing

the groundwork for a coalition govern-

ment, it witl probably do so; if the tlks

fail o et off the ground, the second

option- another fall-seale attack—will

in all likelibtod be chosen,

ESPTTE the continued military
threat, this is the first time sinee
the Paris conference that the Thicu
government, its Jocal nationalist op-
position, and the Communists all seem
inclined to strike a bargain that could,
in the immediate future, bring about a
wmporary  peace - and  as legitimate,
peaceful political contest in- the South.
[t is intevesting to note that while sume
degree of de-facto accommodation be-
tween clements of the opposing “sides
has alwins existed in the Delu, o
similar  development s now  taking
place in the Central Highlands and in
some of the coastal areas of centeal
Vietnam. A softening of anti-Com-
munist  attitudes has  devived  from
mounting  resentment against Thicu
and against official corruption, and
from  widespread  cconomic  distress,
which has atfected everyone from the
civilian population to the men in” Sai-
gon’s armed forees, who have had o
cope with shortages of evérything from
ammunition to helicoptess;” because of
the fucl ¢risis and a lack of spare parts,
the total number of helicopter missions
throughout the country, for example,
has dvopped in the past few months
from sixteen thausand a month to three
thousind, while transport planes and
fighter-bombers have alsa been flying
far fewer missions, As the soldiers have
become more apathetic, they and their
families have privately come to terms
with Communist forees in the hamlets
and villages, agrecing not to fighe, and
even muking deals for Vietcong co-
operation in hunting deer and other
animals for food or for sale in the cities,
Communist officials have raised no ob-
jections to this Jow-level process of
accommodation, and to me such in-
evitable  developments bave  always
seemuedd the best way to make progress
toward prace, :
As has been true of the oppasition to
President Park Chung Hee, in South
Korvea, and President Ferdinand E.
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mien-—=at Jeast, so far. This s oroly re-
nuckable n South Vietnam, for oot
only are the Catholics o minorin of
two million {mosth refugees who fled
North Vietnam after the end of the
French Indo-China war, in 1934) bt
the  national  government been
dominated by Catholics for most of the
Tast two deciudes —first in the vegime of
Neo Dinh Diem, between 1955 and
1963, and since 1967 in thae of "Thicw,
Last June, taking their cue from re-
cent Vatican declarations emphasizing
peace and deploving social evils, and
from statements by South Vietnam's
fifteen-member Council  of  Bishops,
which, in the £l of 1973 and warly
in 1974, warned that *‘this country

has

may be led to ruin by corruption, par-

ticularly when corraption s carricd out

by those in power,” & group of prieses,”

under the teadership of Father Tran
Huu Tlhanh, .o Bfoe-nine-year-old Re=
demptorist priest in Saigon, launched
the People’s Anti-Corruption Muove-
ment. The movement was encouraged
by several of the more militaar bish-
ops—especially - Bishop Nguyen Van
Nghi, of the Saigon diocese—who, in
turn, had the support of the highest-
ranking prehe in the country, Arch-
Bishop Nguyven Van Binh, In Septem-
ber, following a serics of seminars and
meetings at parishes in Saigon and
Hué which enabled Father Thanh and
his supporters to obtain the signatures
of threc hundred and one priests out of

a total of seventeen hundred in the:

country upon a “Manifesto Against

Corruption, Injustice, and Social De-

cadence”—in essence, a generalized at-

tack on the Thicu regime—the move-'

ment issued a more specific manifesto,
“Indictment Number One.” The in-
dictment, the full text of which was
published by three Saigon newspapers
(the day’s issues were swiftly confis-
cated), was directed primarily against

-

eaged i Ir accused Thicu of making
huge profits from peal-estate dealz; ot
condoning specalative fortilizer deals
engineered by his wifcs brather; of
permitting his wife to make huge profits
froms a private hospital i Suigon that
she had ostensibly built o jielp the
poor; of allowing some of his closest
militry aml civilian associintes o profic
from o vast heroin trafic——in which,
itowas suggested, he may have il 2
shares and of closing bis eves w oor—
rupt rice truding in central Viewmam
that was conducted in part by his aunr,
whose son Hoang Duc Nha, until pe-
cently Ahinister of Information, was
one of his top advisers. -
So far, none of these charges have
been proved, but Thica, who has him--
self condemned the present widespread
corruption as ¢
shame,” has made no real ¢ffort to an-
swep-them. He has simply  declured

thentto be “smeke screens, fabricaned

charges _entirely ~forged, and  towdly
groundless slander,” and though he i
known to bave stopped National As-
sembly committees from investigaung
some of the allegations, he has said that
“if my relatives or my wife or childeen
are corrupt or violate the law, let the
law deal with them. I will not take up
their defense or condone [their of-
fenses].” In an effort to seize n re-
former’s role in the campaign againsy
corruption, he dismissed three hundred
and seventy-seven officers of the armed

forces from  their current jobs, but

mmy or most of them, inclading three
corps commanders, have simply beew
transferred to other posts. The corps
commanders were put in charge of
training camps for newly inducted
soldicrs, and some of the other officers,
ronically, were assigned to the In-
spector General’s Department, which
Investigates charges of corvaption in the
armed forces. In addition, in an eflort
to satisfy the demands that he veor-
ganize and cleanse the government,
Thicu forced the resignation of Nha
and three other top ministers—those in
charge of trade and industry, of fi-
nance, and of agriculture. As it hap-
pened, all four men, in fact, whatever
their personal faults, were among the
more able in the government. Thica
and his Prime Minister, Tran Thicn
Khicin, offered the posts to members
of the eoppositien, who refused them,
and at the end of November, after five
weeks of mancovering, and a pardad
reorganization of Cabinet functions, the
jobs were assigned to vanking  civil
servants——a move that did nothing o
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resobve the political sitnation and left
things muApprivedior. Réleasa 2
the conwoversinl Nhao will prohably
continue to advise Thicu,

Al this has naturally pleased the
Communisis, and  must make them
ponder further the question of whethey
to negotinte with Thica now or wait
untl the burgeoning nationalist third
force grows stronger or untl the pos-
sihility: of "Thicw’s leaving ofice be-
comes i prohability, T hicu is alternat-
ing an atitude of defensiveness with
one of toughness and bravado. In two
recent speeches, hechas spoken of “my
List vear in pffice,” asserted that it was
“not important™ whether he was Presi-
dent any longer but only that the South
remain Yin the bands of the national-
sts” e, ant-Communists—and said,
“Please o not worry about me hence-
forth.” Presidential elections are sched-
uled for nest October, following elee-
tions for the House of Representatives,
amd Nlh\l‘]u‘h)ll about whether Thicu
will run again has uquuun!\ he-
come o Bnvorite pastime in Saigon’s
rutmor-tilled votfee and noodle shops,

In his tougher moments, by con-
trast, Phivn has said that he will never
give up as long as he feels it his daty o
continue leading the crusade against
the Connnunists. At the end of Og-

tober, he ondered, his plaincloties po- 1}

Lee o break up an all-night vigil

Father “Thanh's movement at the Tan
Sa Chan parish church on the outskirts
of Sadgen, and during the melee sev-
vty =five people were injured and Fa-
ther Thanh was shoved o the ground,
Twe weeks huer, Thicy, addressing
wroup at the Informagon Minitry,
wirned Catholic demgpstrators to stay
in their churches, Buddhists to stay in
their pagodas, and opposition assembly-
men to stay in the House and in the
Senate, where they enjoy immuniy. In
an even tougher speech the same day
to seventy-eight government deputies,
he said he would use tanks if he had

to o order to foree the assemblvmen

to behave, He warned, as he has done
repeatadle, of plots by the Commu-
nists and the “colonialises’ Tem=by which
b apparently means the Freneh (al-
though be was once a French meree-
pany solilice himself ) and, obliquely,
the Viericans, wheo he feels have et
fiann down - to ke over Vietnaan, and
il s o exsmple what happenced

Cinle, Uoere s no doube thae in his
cilnres poaliscount the opposition move-
nents bocalbing them names “Thice iz
erving to vonceal his fear of them, and
. '.'l!n"'ll '.}l;t! (’”k'.“ not mean he \\'n!l,(
vin Do redlection - dicrators seldom
atve Gp il e—my own hunch is that

B b st i tlu habhiges and
"Koproved Eor Release:
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ing, or at least arcinging for, a setele-
nene that, while giving the Conunu-
nists a minority voice in the govern-
ment, would preserve the legalin of
the seven-vear-old Sceond Republic.
I)upm. the violitions of lLiberry in
South Vietn: un, including the mistreat-
ment of prisoners and what ar best
amounts to limited  freedom of the
press, the regime prides itself on the
legitimaey it derives from
the constitution adopted, un-
der American  pressure, in
1967. The American.diplo-

DS now say, ina sontewlat

faltering defense of Thicu,
that they are neither for nor
against his running again—-
though  he made such an
eventuality possible only by foreing

Mehrough the National  Assemblv Jast -

January an amendment o permit a
thivd . term. Sall, the United  States
prides itself on having fostered that le-
gitimacy, such as it is, and the Amer-
icans are therefore against Thicu’s re-
signing before the nest clection-——which
s what the opposition is now denand-
ing. The more practical members of

Approved For Re

the opposition, and some American of-
ticials, too, would prefer to sce him
clear the air by announcing straight-
forwardly that he won’t run in 19/3,
and that he will meanwhile devote
himself to cleaning up the government
as best he can and preparing the way
for a proper and orderly succession,
based on a well-run election,

MONG the uncertainties of that
election, in addition to the status
of Thieu, of further peace negotiations,

i and of the military situation, is that of
Ithe new nationalist movement, which
115 still divided and amorphous. Though
i in many ways the nationalist movement
1is more reminiscent of that in 1945 and

1946, when everyone was against the
French, than of that in 1963 and

11966, when the Buddhists were alone
{in fighting the government, it has so
| far shown only tentative signs of solidi-

fying. Both Catholics and Buddhists
are still debating their ow n problems of
p()]l(‘\’ andorganization, and, while
maintaining somie liaison, are still can-
tious and suspicious of cach other®s mo-

ftives. Some of the nonreligious leaders
{and the professional nationalists, such

as T'ran Quoce Buu, the head of Viet-

Tnam’s Lrgest Jabor organization, are
Jtrving to act as conciliators, and as time
feoes on they are apt o ply 1 more
fqi\vniﬁr‘mt role. What s more impor-

tant, however, is thar o number of mil-

.ernment,

TS TIPS - ARQEER Y pwsis, veuns
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wdexpuericneed  nonreli-
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behind the seenes to ereate the fond: =
ton for a true thind force -one thar
woulid be dominated I peither the
Communists nor the government il
would hold a valid balinee of power in
any clection. "Fhis sore of guict sl of-
huult tnupt.r.ltmu .wnu lnlmm\u nv
of the mid-forties, s sumething Vier-
nam tnu!u nat tlL\dnp dunn" th!u.
du.nhs of war and of unu.nlhm -
perimentation with tmpemed
Western-style democrac [
Potentially, at least, it Tepre-
sents a seinrch for o wruly
Vietmumese solution, without
ton wuch concern over what
Americans ar any other for-
vigners think,

Father Thanh, with

whom T hal several conversatinns,

‘an obvioush-sincery qand well-me: aningr,

“if wmnuhlt matve, . One of s
children of - nandarine fumlv from . s
central \wtnnm he began organizing T

youth movements againse the Commu-

nist Vietminh i, Hanot two years after -

he was ordained there, in 1943, and
fled the city Just the day before Ho Chi
Mink’s enuy in \u'nm 19435, In
1954, he worked with pro-Communist
Vietnamese refugees in northeast ‘T hai-
land and wrote thru: hooks, so far un-
p’ubﬁihcd, dealing, respectively, with
sacial justice, c.dumtmn, and psycholog-
ical warfare. After Diem returned 1
Victnam in 1934, Father Thanh was
one of six C1thulu leaders who helped
Diem’s nefarious brother Ngo Dinh
Nhu formulite his Victnamese version
of the humanist French social philoso-~
phy known as pe‘rswmalzyrm. Eventu-
ally, however, Father Thanh had be-
come disitlusioned with the Diem gov-
and went to live and study
in Brussels, returning o Vietnam in
1960. For a time, he taught in the
national military academy and the de-
fense college and thus has some influ-
citce among voung Army officers, whu,
though the .-\nm’ does nog pLu' thc po-
Imc::] role it once did, could in a crisis
lend support to n pr)]ltlt.dl movement
they felt could averr a (.nmmunht
tekeover,

One of the dxﬂluxhus that Father
Thanh faces is that he is more of =
theorist than either a strategist or =z
tactciar. He has survounded  Limsclf
with 2 motley group of elerical and
Lav advisers who represent every hue
of the political spectrany, and include =
number of certifiable opportunises- —
amony themy former members of the
Can Lo, n semi-scerer oFgiZation

wias thas Doackhinnge of 0! Yy
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rl“:_lilllk'. SAisa \Il""tﬂ'“”" NN are mein-
hors of e old- =m Hr“c’»’vép)ﬁo(‘kél
maost natahly the sedienve " Dai

to which vne of Thicu's two brothers
{and seme sav Thicu himself) has be-
lopoed. Afrer Phicu tried o prefmpe
the corruption issue, Father “Thanh de-
cided o come our pgainst the Presi-
dent personally and, instend of merely
advecating the veform of the regime,
w denmand  the President’s  resigna-
tion. ‘Though he says that he, too,
hv]ig\'m inmuintaining  the govern-
ment’s legitimacy and its constitutional
framework, he has ¢ dh,d for the crea-
tion of a transitonal political council
pending new elections, and this coun=
cil would presumably take the place of
a legal succession cither by Vice-Presi-
dent Tran Van Huong, who is in frag-
ile health, or, if Hunng quit, by Senate
President: Tran Van Lam {a Cath-
olic), who is not especially popular,
None of these solutions_ would appear

to be warkable, and they would prob-{

ably make it easier for the (_nmmunhts
to infiltrate and divide the opposition
ranks. Tn the nest few months, Father
Thanh wtald me, he and his group will
try te organize support in the prov-
inces, holding mectings in local par-
ishes, particnbaely in the southern Del-
ta. More demonsteations will also be
beld m Saigon, in the Jiope of obrain-
ing greater support from”a public that
has so far remained both skeptical and
seared by Thicw’s warnings of a stiffer

crckdown o dissenters. Qne con-

frontation took place at the end of No-
vember aml resalted i a fresh outhurst
of =ztrect violence. The. Americans,
while disavowing allegations that they
have secretly backed I‘ather Thanh
and other opposition e]cm«.ih% have
counselled the President to maintain a
strong hand but to be judicious in the
use of force and, above all, not to em-
plov American weapons against civilian
protesters—something that the opposi-
tion has condemned Thieu for doing.

HE Budidhists of the: An Quang

faction, who backed the 1963
overthrow of Diem (only w see his re-
gime ultimately replaced by another
Cathalic-led ene), have been content
thiz time o ket the Catholics take the
lead in the opposicon movement, al-
thongh Buddbist e groups have played
a major pare in the formation of an or-
ganiztion called the National Recon-
ciltation Foree, hg.ulgd by Senator Vu
Vie Mao. The NUR.F.——whose mem-
bers have openly designated themselves
“the new third foree”-—is, 43 its name
implies, mare  divecdy  in favor  of
reaching an agreement with the Come-
INNEN arvording o the terms of the
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personal suppore there of “Thich “F'ri
Qu:mg, the leader of the 1903 revol
Tri Quang, in fact, helped sponsor the
creation of the N.R.F. st August,
when his longtime colleague amd an-
tagonist, "I'hich "Thiecn  Minh (they
have been at odds sinee their stadent
days, thirty years ago), was in Furope
ateending a4 world chareh conference.
Upon his veturn, Thich Thien Minh
was furious. “T'he High Sceular Coun-
cil of the An Quang Unificd Buddhist
Assuciation s composed  of vighteen
Buddhist pricsts, some of whom claim
{ that ¢ fforts to heal the breach hetween
}the two monks are progressing, yet in
numerous talks I had with Buddhist

[

clerical and Tay leaders T gathered thar
the division within An Quang remains
decp. Partly for this veason, the Bud-
dhist priests and the Catholic privsts
hive not yer ‘got together, However,”
Fatcher Thanh and his group have held
sseveral friendly discussions with some
of the bonzes—noably with Thich
‘Giae Due, who supervises six Buddhise
youth groups—and a new and healthy
development has been the presence of
several hundred Buddhists ar Catholic
meetings and a number of Catholics at
Buddhise rallies,

. Senator Mau and Vo Dinh Cuong,
a particularly militane lay leader, who
heads the Buddhist Fam- o
ilv Organization, the large
est of the lay groups, have

been  travelling  around
central  Vietnam  trving

to establish provincial
branches of the N.R.F.,
and, like the Catholics,
they are now trying to or-
ganize in the Delta. For
the Buddhists, whose Jead-
ers are practically all from
central Vietnam, this pre-
sents an especially difficult
problem, because the bon-
zes in the south are mem-

than Father “Uhanh's tanks are -a
Teaders profess to
be aware and o he gunling sgainst,
What both of these BVCTT mMoveinents
so far bk s oa olear policy Bne,.and
this is precisely what thosw mare
pericnead  nadionalises and  vouneer
clerical ehentents of bogly rcligf«.mw whis

CX-

are working behind the scencs e rry-
ing o formulate, The Lbor Jeader
Tran Quoc Buu, for his part, bs tnving
o achicve this ohjective through the
Social Democratic Alliance, in which
his Farmer-Worker arty, the Cong
Nong, is the most vocal and best or-
ganized of seven member groups, Buu,
who for the past two years had soughe
to cobperate with Thicu aml w per-
swrde him o adopt social and political
reforms, recently made strong speech
to his Inbor groups denouncing the cor-
ruption and social and economic evils

that have racked the country undey the

Thicu yegime. He told me the _other
day he wotild do his best to consalidate
the opposition bat woukl not he a

candidate for President,. vet there are

many observers in Vietnam, including

a number of Americans, whe regard
him ats « Iogical choice to head x ticket
next October,
sYs the political scramble intensifies,
there &5 increasing wlk of the possi-
bility of & combined Catholic-Bud-
dhist Presidential ticket next fall. One
- mame being mentioned is
that of Justice Tran Minh
Tiet, - of the Supreme
Court; 2 moderate Catho-
Yic, who conceivably mizhe
run with Scnator May,
though neither of the twe
is a particularly forceful
man. General Duongz Van
Minh, the nominal Leader
of the 1963 coup, who was
Chict of State and bas
strong Buddhist support, is
still a potential candidate,

15 Afr Vice-Marshal Nou-

bers of the wraditionally ==

=3y yen Can Ky, the former

apolitical Theravada scct, :
whereas Buddhists of the central and
northern sections of the country belong
to the far more numerous and politicatly
militant Mahayana group. The N.R.F.
demanded Thicy’s_resiznation before
the Catholics did, and want a new con-
stitution written before the next elee-
tion. Though the N.R.F. plans to hold
a national convention by next June, it
has a lot of organizational work to de
before it can be taken seriously, The
present looseness of the group, together
with the Jeftist bent of some of its more
vocal and active members, leaves it
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Prime Minister, wha has

been carefully trying to mend his po-
litteal  fences, particularly  with the
Buddhists, whom he brutally repressed
i 1966. If ‘Thicu does withdraw from
the race, Khicm, the present Prime
Minister, who has maintained o long-
titne political marriage of convenicnce
with Thicu, though they are not per-
sonally close, would probably run with
the approbation of both Thica and the
Americans, even though Kliem®s fam.
iy, ke Thicu’s, has been widely ac-
cused of corruption. Not to be dis-
counted, especially if the military and

3’8@@@0;@@&50@&2"‘4!1({ P2 N P

as he was in 1971, and so
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Lt rate of sxtv-Rve per cent in 1;94—3,_‘ s

is o it allianee amonz Khiems Gen-
eril Cao " Van VicAPETOves Forr Relg
Joint Gineral Sty and Marshal Ky,
Inccc evisiz, this eriemvivate could con-
ceivithlv ke temporary control of the
government, Ky ds by far the most
dynamic personalin of the three, and,
though o North< Victnamese by birth,
he has acquived considerable popular-
ity during his long vears in the South?
.\Im‘cu\'cl‘, he s \Vi”ing to meet the
Communists halfway in tough nego-
tiations,

JALTH()UGH the~pnlitical situation
in South:¥ietnam shows signs of
vitality again for the first time in many
years, the cconamic and social picture
is disheartening. The country, like
maost of the rest of the world, &5 in a
serious recession, and there seems letle
hope of anv real recovery dn the near
future. Intlation, which increased at

is running at abour forty per cent this
vear, Purchasing power and. constmp-
tion huve continued o drop, and no
one exeept the very rich has the money
to buv anvthing bevond the hare neces-
sitivs, “Thore are at least half a million
anemploved inoa population of twen-
tomillion, though their ot is being
somewhat anproved by o government-
sponsored program to put 2 hundred
Grnsand men o work rehabilitating
the vities of Saigon and Danang and
comstiucting irrgation projects nearby,
Manaticturing activity has continued
to deeline i oajor induseries, includ-
ing testiles, cigarettes, and sugar refin-
ing: nevertheless, the COUNTYY i now
acll-suflicient in sugar, thahkd tw in-
cresed crops. The productiniyiof other
crops, including corn,  tobuceo, and
vegetables, has also increased, and the
rice harvest, which was up substantially
last year, is expected to equal that level,
with st crop of seven million tons of
paddy predicted for 19745 this would
nutke the country, formerdy a rice ex-
poreer, almeast self-suficient once more.
The dowestic prices of all these prod-
ucts have continued to soar, however.
Expart earnings have incrensed, but
net s much as expected, owing chiefly
todechining demand for fishery prod-
ucts, especially shrimp, and for lum-
her and vubber. As a0 oresult of harsh
austerity measures introduced by for-
wer Commeree and Industey Minister
Nguven Due Cuong, which climinated
virtaallv ol Tuxury imports and cut
bavk on fuel imports——the local price
of perroleum quadrupled during the
ver - Viemam's - balance-of-payments
sitantion 1 relatively sonnd, and it for-
cgn reserves went up from sevenn

nmitlion dollrs Tase Anfproved For R
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g Jthere i viveaally no new investment,
and inventories are piling up. In the
vear since T was Jast here, the shops
and restaurants in the downtown Sai-
gon area have become almost empty,
and the number of beggars on the
strects has increased noticeably. Even
in Cholon, the relatively prosperous
Chinese section of the capitil, the vol-
ume of business has declined. The
Vietnamese have had one recent stroke
of luck: Early in November, one of
the American-backed explor-
ation teams struck oil in the
South China Sea, with a
promised output™ of fiftcen
hundred barrels of vil a day,
plus a large amount of nat-
ural gas. Tt will take perhaps
: another year to determine
B whether the general area be-
L ing explored s big enough
| for a hoped-for production
of fifty thousand barrels of oil a day

cxplordtion,

tors could eventually produce an up-
feurn, but in the meantime the at-
mosphere of stagnation is pervasive,

THIS increasingly  serious  social-

economic situation is undoubtedly
one reason that the Communists are
carefully  weighing their options, If
they press their milituy attacks new,
while they negotinte, or prior tw ac-
i cepting another ceasefive, they will be
fin a more advantageous pusition later,
as negotiations comve to fruition. In the
northern half of South Vietnam, the
Communists  have  almost
'!AL_'

roads, which, given their current dis-
position of forces, all but cuts the coun-
try in two from the Laotian border to
the Central Highlunds and then di-
agonally northward to the const of
Quang Nam  Province, They have
finished paving the old Ho Chi AMinh

and have buile an oil pipeline that runs
all the way from North Vietnam to
Quang Duc Provinee, northeast of
Suigon, with refuelling stations along
the way. Except in reallv wet weath-
er, they can now bring in fresh sup-
plies and men from North Vietnam o
the TIT Corps arca, just north of Sai-
gon, in three o four weeks instead of
the two and o half months it vsed to
tiike them when the Trail was 2 web
of dirt roads subject to constant Amer-
ican bombardment. In recent weeks,
they have wmade o heavy buildup of
supplics to be moved South, In the
northern and central pares of South
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s e ~ T Delta while

within five years. This and other fac- -

finished
building a new serics of connecting

Trail, using limestone and packed dirt,”

- m o e o
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government highwirs; theatening
the government’s pucification progeam,
which as been made more difficule by
the forcing of some two hundred thon-
sand pew refugees from the arens they
had been resctled in following dhe
1972 Communist offensive; recaptur-
ing most of the lightly populated terri-
tory they lost after the 1973 ceasefire;
and forcing the government to surren—
der many of its lightly manned out-
posts. Particularly in the northernmost
tier of the country, where the hese
Communist forces have tied
down the hest government
troops, the North Vietnam-
ese have consolidated their

hold. In

~filtration routes, and ther are

doing the same thing in the
consalidating
“their substantial hold on the

T

five southernmost provinces and dis—
rupting pacification efforts there, Thus,

despite the decrease over the past year
wn the figuves for population under their
control, they are obviously prepared 1o
regain control not only over mare P
ple—perhaps more than ever before—
but over more land. In the past year or
s0, they bave colonized areas in the
northern part of the country, sending
it sixty thousand men, women, and
children from the North, includine
both Southern families who went
North in 1954 and new Northern
ones, and their aim is to send down
several hundred thousand such eolonists
in the next few years. At the sune
time, they have directed selective arcil-
lery barrages against government-con-
trolled village areas ta create more
refugees, and have stepped up their
kidnappings of peasants, of whom
cighty-five hundred have been forcibly
removed to Communist areas since the
ceasefire. ‘ .
The Communist regular forces of
two hundred and tweney-five HT
sand, which comprise fourteen divisons
and numerous autonomouns regimenss,
backed up by six additional divisions i
Nerth Victnam, are confronted ov
three hundved and SCVERLY-tWo thow-
sand regular South Viernamese Apmye
men, plus four hundred and fifty thou-
sand terrltorials of the Regional and
Popular Forces, and four hundred
thousand armed People’s Self-Defense
Forces in the villages and hamlers.
However, as many as o quarter of e
regular Army men and about tirt
fraction of the territorials ave either sow
called “phantony soldicss™ (who du not

ety e

the crucial TIT
Corps region, the Commu- -

nists are opening up new in-
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Cenme in foree to Vietham, in 1965,

he lists to g eers” pavrolls ¥
the lists 1 "'Slvréilgb:réveﬁlﬁd?r]ﬁgjsée

“Hower sollivrs’ 0T giver

mission” by their superiors e work on
their family farms and whose pay is
split. bevween them and  their com-
manders). Then, a hundred and Afey
thousind of the over-all total are de-
serters, are wounded or sick, are serv-
ing terms for breaking discipling, or are
undergoing training courses. Still oth=
ers are doing add jobs for province
chiefs, who make deals with battalion
comuumders for these men, known as
“ormumenta] soldiers,”  Moreover, at
Teast half the Regional Forces are im-
mobilized in outposts, and many regu-
Tars ave serving in rear areas or holding
down desk jobs. Fresh recruitment
targets have not been met. On any
given day, accordingly, the actual
number of Communist and govern-
ment forces confronting each other in
battle 35 about even, and if the gov-
ernment holds o oslighe edge, ‘that . is
minimized by the declining morale of
its troops. The decline is retlected in
the ratio of weapons lost, especially
where outposts have been sureendered
or abmrdoned, Before the Americans

the government was Josing about two
weapons - mestly gunse—-for every one
that the Commumists lost. During the
periad of the Americaii war, the ratio
swung way aronnd, with the Commu-
nists Josing many weapons i caprured
supply. bunkers. Now it is back where
it was in the pre-1963 period.
C(H‘-N FERBALANCING such statistics
4 is an equally dark analysis of con-
ditions in North Vietnamea Through
intelligence reports, and algo through
some of the most divect public self-
criticism in which the North Vietnam-
ese leaders have ever engaged, there
emerges a picture of a country at odds
with itself, uncertain about its future
comnitments to the South in the face
of the need for cconomic reconstruc-
tion at home, and confronting  the
greatest social unrest since the upheav-
als that accompanied the draconian
land-reform program of the mid-fif-
tivs. The face that the Hanol regime is
not attempting to gloss over its diffi-
cultics shows both its perception of the
problems and its awaveness that it must
do something to mollify a population
that, with the war against the Ameri-
cans over, expected an easier life and a
ot more concessions than it is recciv-
ing. A speech by Prime Minister Pham
Van Donz on September Ust, celebrat-
ing the anniversary of the August,
1943, revalution, ealled for unity with-
e the Lowdony (Waorkers')  Party,
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the a clange that reveads the

North Victnam in many vewrs, ad i is
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Editorials and official proclamations
constantly the for better
“management” inoorder o improve
the slackening agricaltural cotperative
movement, which i stll given top
punnt\ , amd it is evident that the farms
are i oserfous  dificulties——dificultios
that were increased by o recent bid
crop resulting from a midyear drought
followed by late-season typhoons and
floods; the word “famine” was used
in descriptions of conditions six months
ago. “We are facing a situation filled
with difticult and cnmplicurcd tasks. . . .
We must not waste even a single day
or minute,” Premier Dong said. In
the spate of criticism about poor fabor
output and low productivity, Dong
and other high Party officials have been
unrelenting in attacking “indiserim-
inate’ comments on Party policies and
singling out people who have not been
suﬁ‘lu‘.ntl\ pum-1m1 for stealing state
property, éngaging i illegal business,
or disturhing order and security, Last
summer, seventeen people were shot in
Hanoi for corraption, and a hundred
and fifty were arrested in Haiphong
for charges ranging from drafe dodging
to black marketeering, There may sonn
be a full-fledged Party purge—already
heralded by the creation of what may
be a Chinese-type Red Guard militia.

stress newed

 Both Dong_and Le Duan, the TFirst

Secretary of the Party, who is general-
I regarded as North Vietnam's top
leader, have regularly
called for “a mass revo-
lutionary movement t
rehabilitate and develop
the economy,” A new
five-year plan, the first
in ten years, is supposed
to begin in 19765 it was
announced partly at the
urging of the Soviets,
and has not yet been
clearly formulated—a state of affairs
suggesting  that  differences  prevail
within Party ranks. '

Official self-criticism reached a peak
in an editorial in the September issue
of Hoc Tap, Flanoi’s leading theo-
retical monthly, which deplored “alien
and hostile tendencies” and “a current
of evil thoughts.” The “vile deeds” of
“dishonest opportunists,” the editorial
added, as well as “the thoughts of the
petty bourgeoisic and bourgeoisic amld

of the imperialists and their hench-
men .. .owere the manifesttion of the
enemy’s psyehological warfare and of

the lack of vigilince over the seeret,
fishy moves of bad clements.” Nothing

Approved For Reles

stimtlar criticism of the Fehavior of the
population and the emlves 1 Comimen-
st areas 0 the South Ty the top Com-
mutnist comntaml there,

HROUGH the pecaliar misuare

of strenzths and weaknesses re-
vealed by the oppesing sides, the major
powers loom lrger than cver over the
stricken battlefield, Together, the Senvie
Union and Chinx are still sending
an estimated one and a thivd billion
dollars” worth of ail w North Vieusn,
at least half of it now consisting of
economic assistance, mostly in the form
of fuod and grain, The United States,
while w ntmg for Congress to pass a
new  economic .ud-.tppmpxmtlnm hill
for Saigon, 15 operating under a resolu-
tion continuing last year's terms, by
which the Vietnamese received three

hundred. and fifee million i cconomic.

assistance. Fhe fscal-1975. authoriza-

tion &5 for four hundeed. and ffwe mil-

lion m economic aid, but the money
has yet to be .lp')rnplmtu[ {The 1973
militaryzaid  appropriation stamds at
seven hundved million dollars, down
from cight hundred and twengy-three
million lasc year.) Qur Ambassador,
Graham A. Martin—though about ten
vears ago, when he was Ambassador
to "Thailand, he opposed sending half
million Americans o fight in Vier-
nam—-bclieves strongly in our obliga-
tion to help the Snuth Vietnamese sur-
vive. Accordingly, he originally soughe

lion dollars and eizht
hundred and fifey mil-
lion doflars for milivuy
and economic assistance,
respectively, this  year,
and is doing all he can
to persuade Congress 1o
restore at least somné of
the cuts it has made.
Unless Congress acts, he
maintains, it will be fmpossible o re-
supply Vietnam on the hasis of the one-
for-one agreement reached with the
Communists in Paris—that is, tw re-
place each picee of military equipment
lost—and it will be impossible for
South Victnam to overcome s eco-
nomic problems, After another year or
two of comparable or slightly reduced
cconomic help, he argues, the country
should be in a posidon o take advan-
tage of fs agriculwral and other re-
sources and be ready te “mke oft)”
provided peace can be achieved.

What with the corruption that oh-
tains in Vicrnam roday, and Congress’s
disinelination w pouar "

mMore  moiey

S8 2008/07/24% BiA-RDPsOMOY 133A0007861530009ugse dvain, Martin

a billion six bundred mil-
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minds. “F remains convineed  that
Vicunoun has Boeon made o victm of the
congressionad - campaign to - shice the
Pentagon™s over-all budget, and  he
Feols that the ceonomic cuts that have
been made e especially  shorsighted
in view of the current infladon, Aside
from the acteal sums of money, which
do not wmeunt o much compared to
the total of approximately a hundred
and fifty hillion we have spene so far
for the war in Indo-China, there are
difficule polideal™ind moral equations
involved. Muost Americans here feel
that the North Vietnamiese will be en-
couraged to attack rather than negoti-
ate if the aid cuts stand and the eco-
nomic situation in the South deteri-
orates further, On the other hand, a
minority of Antericans here believe that
if the cuts stund “Thicu will be more in-

_elined o pegotiate, and that he would.

do herter pnhtu.ﬂh to negotinte now,
given the . government’s  numerically
widesproad, if tenuous, control over
the countey, than he would after an-
other Conumunist offensive, in which

“he stunds a good chanee of losing

lot ot ground, "The emerging third-
force elemenis, even though anxious

e be dndependent of the Americans, |

Taver continued aid, e they would
prefer to see it given on a hilateral basis
to both North and South Vietnam after
N1 \.th wiery poace h ubt.llnul

For Russic, China, and the United
States o impose a collective limit on
their aid would afford the best hope
ol {orest: nlluw the vontinuing slanghter,
wltich otherwise may go on indefinite-
Iv. The Sina-Sinict umﬂlxt"f {s.t alone
the revolutionary dynamics and nhh".l-
tions of the Communist hrnrhmlmml of
nations, assuredly makes any such lim-
itntion on the part of Russia and China
diffivalt, s for our own assistance to
South Viernam, Ambassador Martn
argues, A0 fr can be sustained at hast
vear's level for two more vears at most,
this houhd aive the various non-Com-
sy frcdons o st chanee to mt to-
gether amd maintain that country”s in-
dependences T—-Ronrrer SiarLes

In ot soctery, the obese are fnvariably
subjected to ~timmatizing attitwdes. Obes-
itv s most commanly been considered
camplerely plvsical or psycholozical, or
hoth 1o origin: however, it must also be
viewed s asocial phenomenon, The ways
that vavious cultures and even suh"mup\
within the sane culture define it in terms
of beauty and ugliness give weizhe to
izl ocrican Jovirnal o/' \ur.wn_/.

Yoo conldn’t find another word,
c.-,uld \'lll.:
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